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Follow-up: Lake Steamer Mail (not!) on Lake Constance 
by George Struble 

 The July 2015 TELL included an article by Rick 

Blaney, "Lake Steamer Mail on Lake Constance," in 

which he asked a number of questions about his cover.  

Three of our members, Fritz Graf, Werner Gattiker, and 

Robert Wightman wrote to me with answers, speculation 

-- and a few more questions.   

 The first conclusion is that the penciled notation 

on the cover "Lake Constance ship mail ..." is a red 

herring; the cover has nothing to do with Lake 

Constance or any other ship!  The geography is all 

wrong; Dick Hall pointed out that the small matter of 

the 75-foot falls would prevent a steamer from carrying 

the mail from Lake Constance to Lörrach!  The Lake 

Constance notation may have been added by a dealer 

who knew only that lake steamer mail could carry 

postage of one country and be postmarked in the other. 

 Werner Gattiker provided the most compre-

hensive explanation of the cover; this analysis is a 

composite of several messages from him: 

1. The letter inside the envelope was written in a 

German handwriting by the wife or widow of a 

professor living in Lausanne, SW Switzerland. 

2. It is addressed to the Rector of Bonn 

University, then in the British Occupied sector 

of Germany.         (Continued next page) 
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3. There are no Swiss postal markings whatsoever on the cover. 

4. It was examined by the Swiss border customs officer at Riehen where a fee or customs 

charge of 20c was raised. 

5. It was finally posted, registered, in Lörrach on 27 April 1946 and arrived in Bonn on 3 

May 1946. 

Everything else will have to be conjecture and educated guesswork, and my take on this cover 

is as follows: 

The letter written by Frau Prof. Gaufinez (?) must have contained something of value, maybe 

a banknote, or the contents of the message were of a sensitive nature – either way the writer 

did not want the letter to be examined by the inquisitive (and possibly light-fingered?) censors 

of the occupying forces in Germany, which is why she, or a courier she employed, travelled to 

Basle with the letter in her pocket. This was most likely by train, as private cars at that time 

were few and far between, and gasoline almost unobtainable. She would have changed trains 

at Berne or Olten, and in Basle would have hopped on the tram to Riehen, a northern suburb 

of Basle. The tram terminus there is right opposite the border-crossing into Germany. 

As she crossed into Germany, the Swiss border guard would have carefully examined her pa-

pers and anything she carried, and something in the letter attracted his attention and led 

him to charge duty or maybe just an examination fee of 20 Rappen, paid for with a Swiss 20c 

stamp used here not for postage, but as a fiscal stamp, as the customs cancel implies. 

Lörrach, the nearest German town to Riehen, was where she (or her courier) went to the Post 

Office to register the letter to Bonn. In the turmoil after the end of WW II the post in Germany 

was slow to recover.  Lörrach was in the French zone; stamps for use in the French zone were 

in short supply in early 1946, and there may well have been no stamps -- or at least not the 

right denominations -- in the Lörrach Post Office.  In this event, postage had to be paid in 

cash.  This was denoted in one of a multitude of ways; in Lörrach, as in many other German 

towns, they obviously had a boxed handstamp stating “Gebühr bezahlt” (or postage paid), 

and this was struck, like a stamp, with the Lörrach postmark. It then took a full 6 days to 

cover the relatively short distance to Bonn, where the letter was delivered without being ex-

amined by the censors who usually concentrated on foreign mail. 

 Robert Wightman suggests that as Frau Professor Gaufinez crossed the border at Riehen the letter 

was discovered by the Swiss customs agent, who cited a rule against carrying mail across the border and 

levied the 20-rappen charge ("Rayon Limitrope", cross-border postage, according to Fritz Graf) in lieu of 

Swiss postage that should have been paid. 

 Rick Blaney has discovered that there was a philology professor Eugène Gaufinez on the University 

of Bonn faculty in 1895; perhaps he retired to Lausanne and his widow was applying for pension benefits. 

 My thanks to Rick Blaney for his article and questions, and to Fritz Graf, Werner Gattiker, and 

Robert Wightman for their explanations.  This cover turned out to be much more interesting than we ex-

pected! 

 

Rolf Rölli 1936-2015 
 Rolf Rölli was born on 5th July 1936 in Lucerne, Switzerland, where he went 

to school.  From a young age, Rolf collected stamps, a hobby shown to him by his dad.  

Already as a school kid he was a good salesman and always top of the class going from 

door to door selling Pro Juventute stamps.  He was a keen scout, a hobby which al-

lowed him at the age of 17 to pass four months in the States with a group of interna-

tional scouts.  At the age of 19 Rolf went to work in a bank in Geneva to improve his 

French.  After a year he moved to Vevey where he worked for Nestlé.  By coincidence, 

Beatrice, his wife to be, also worked for Nestlé at the same time.  They had first met a 

few years previously, skiing in central Switzerland.  For Nestlé, Rolf moved to Ghana, 

where Beatrice eventually joined him and they got married in 1961.  After their return 

to Switzerland, they founded a family with three children.      (Continued next page)  
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 As Beatrice was not fulfilled being a 

housewife, Rolf suggested that she sort out some 

stamps from a collection he had bought. That was 

the foundation to their later profession.  Rolf 

worked as a Sales Director, and at the weekends 

he went to stamp fairs with the stock Beatrice pre-

pared -- usually at night when the children were 

asleep.  In 1975 they decided to start the business 

of Rölli-Schär AG.  The company grew; by 1985 

they had a successful auction business with three 

employees.  For a few years, Rolf was president of 

the Stamp Dealers Association.  He was on a few 

committees organising stamp exhibitions, for ex-

ample both LUNABA exhibitions and the 150 

years Strubel anniversary.   

 In 2004 Rolf and Beatrice handed over the 

company to their daughter Christina Bamford-

Rölli and business partner Peter Suter.  But they 

stayed in the company until their deaths, meeting 

customers and giving valuable advice.  When Bea-

trice passed away in August 2013, Rolf was al-

ready ill with cancer.  Thanks to a new treatment 

he managed to have two more good years, still be-

ing present at the auctions and joining the team 

for lunch every day.  At the end of May Rolf had to 

move to a home as living on his own was becoming 

dangerous.  His health declined rapidly and he 

passed away on 21st June 2015. 

 Rolf was a good friend to many of us. 

 

World Stamp Show  

-- NY 2016! 
by George Struble 

 The organizers of the 

big international show 

World Stamp Show -- NY 

2016, to be held May 28 to 

June 4, have asked us to help 

publicize this once-in-a-

decade event.  It will be an 

event, and we expect at least 

a dinner of AHPS members 

sometime during the show.  

We want to support and honor the AHPS members 

involved in planning NY 2016 -- especially Bruce 

Marsden.   

 To make more of this than just a plug for 

the show, TELL will set aside a corner of each is-

sue leading up to NY 2016 for some philatelic item 

tying Switzerland and New York.  I am starting us 

with the first New York to Switzerland airmail 

cover flown across the Atlantic, flown by Pan 

American Airways.  The rest of you are hereby in-

vited to send me scans of other philatelic items 

that relate New York and Switzerland; TELL will 

publish them in November, January, March, and 

May.  If you don't, you will be sentenced to yet 

more airmail covers; I have lots of those! 

 This cover was sent from Drexel Hill, PA, 

but postmarked New York May 20, 1939.  It was 

flown from New York to Horta (Azores), Lisbon, 

and Marseille.  The pilot on this flight was Arthur 

LePorte, flying a Boeing 314 seaplane.  The first 

return flight Switzerland - New York was May 24. 

 

AHPS Auction 161  

Prices realized 
 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

2   10.00 37 18.00 72 16.00 

3  13.00 38 21.00 73 16.00 

   4 35.00 39 30.00 74 21.00 

6 16.00 40 22.00 75 15.00 

8 25.00 43 7.00 76 20.00 

10 51.00 44 13.00 78 6.00 

11 35.00 45 4.50 80 9.00 

12 20.00 46 16.50 81 Withdrawn 

13 7.50 47 17.00 82 15.50 

14 51.00 48 **15.00 83 20.00 

15 3.50 49  35.00 84 34.00 

22 3.50 53  22.00 85 24.50 

24 87.00 56 7.00 87 10.50 

25 102.50 59 16.00 88 10.50 

26 15.00 61 19.50 89 41.00 

27 15.00 62 7.00 90 48.00 

28 76.00 64 47.00 91 37.50 

30 12.00 65 8.00 92 36.00 

31 12.00 67 17.50 93 51.00 

32 21.00 68 41.00 94 15.50 

34 25.00 69 41.00 95 24.00 

35 6.00 70 46.00 96 **30.00 

36 12.00 71  26.00 ** Tie bid 
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Good to Know! 

The Rayon Types: Part D.  Rayon III (Zumstein 18, 19 and 20) 

by Werner Gattiker 

This article was published in October 2014 as part of a series in the Helvetia Philatelic Society Bulletin, and is 
reprinted here with the gracious permission of the author and the Helvetia Society.  This article concludes the 
four-part series on the Rayon stamps.  Other articles by Mr. Gattiker will be published in TELL from time to time.   

 The Rayon III stamp 

(15 Rp. denomination) can 

be regarded as an “emer-

gency stamp”.  A completely 

revised postage rate struc-

ture based on the new Fed-

eral  Franc currency was to 

be introduced on 1st Jan. 

1852, and the plan was to 

release a new set of stamps, 

the “Strubel” series, at the 

same time.  However, as the 

Strubels were nowhere near  

ready, and a 15 Rp. stamp 

was urgently needed for the new longer distance national letter rate, it was decided to produce at short no-

tice a single-colour RAYON III 15 Rp. stamp. 

 

Zumstein 18 and 19 (small figure 15 and either Rp. or Cts.) 

 In recognition of the French and Italian language areas, Rayon III stamps exist in two versions, one 

denominated “Rp.” and one “Cts.”  Because of time pressure there was no way that completely new stones 

could be drawn and be ready for 1st January 1852, and so the lithographer Durheim proposed to adapt 

parts of the now defunct OrtsPost plate.  The first vertical row of that old plate was too badly worn, but 

vertical rows 2 and 3 (i.e. a block of 10) were adapted by replacing the inscriptions and by adding vertical 

hatching in the centre to represent the Swiss cross, which allowed printing in just one colour, red.  This 

original block of 10 (i.e. Types 1 to 10) was duplicated onto the actual printing stone several times, but 

there were only ever 10 Types for these two Rayon III stamps.  It should be noted that the Types of Z.18 

are identical to the corresponding Types of Z.19, except that the “Cts.” replaces the “Rp.”  

 For Type recognition the now 

familiar differences between types 

will serve here in the same way as 

with the other Rayons, i.e. the squig-

gly background pattern, the different-

ly shaped and sized letters and 

figures, and the sometimes slightly 

erratic spacing between letters of 

“Rayon”.  But even more striking is 

the often carelessly drawn vertical 

hatching representing the red colour 

of the Swiss flag.  Note how the lines run into the white surround on the sides and especially on top in dif-

ferent ways, as in the examples shown to the right. 

 Also, typical for Types 5, 7 and 9 of Zumstein 18 and 19, is an oblique scratch line running from the 

top left of Type 5, through Type 7 and into the top centre of Type 9. The line is retouched out of the white 

areas but clearly shows elsewhere on the designs. 

 

     
Zumstein 18.  Type 9       Zumstein 19.  Type 5.  Zumstein 20.  Type 10 

     
Type 1   Type 4   Type 8 
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Zumstein 20 (large figure 15) 

 When it was clear that the printings of Zumstein 18 and 19 would not last in view of the continued 

delays in the Strubel issue, a second emergency printing was needed. It is not known whether the plates 

for Z. 18 and 19 were too worn or whether they had been defaced after printing, but the printers had to 

start again from scratch for Zumstein 20.  They used again two vertical rows from the old Orts-Post plate, 

this time rows 4 and 5, for a similar original block of ten. Again all the inscriptions and the central cross 

had to be drawn in ten times, resulting in ten Types that were different from those of Zumstein 18 and 19.  

All  figures of values were much taller than in Zumstein 18, and no “Cts.” denominated stamps were pro-

duced this time.   

 In order to determine the Type of a given stamp, use the Type Table on the Society Website 

www.swissphilately.co.uk (click on “Federal Issues”) and again carefully examine the background squig-

gles, the shape, size and position of the figures and the lettering.  The vertical hatching has been executed 

far more carefully and is less useful than with Z.18 and 19 for Type recognition. 

 

Hint 3 on Rayon I from Jonathan Cartwright 

 After completing his 40 drawings, the designer (name unknown, but probably an employee of 

Durheim the printer) proceeded to draw in cutting lines on all four sides of each design, as these stamps 

were imperforate.  When he came to do the right hand cut line bordering types 32 and 40 (and possibly ex-

hausted by his previous labours!), he suddenly noticed that if he continued on the downward line he had 

started, he would eventually leave an insufficient margin at the bottom right hand corner.  Understanda-

bly, rather than start again and 

re-design the forty types, he 

simply shifted his ruler a bit to 

the right, and redrew the line 

from the top of the type 40.  This 

little error is unique to the type, 

so if you have a Rayon I with a 

double cut line at the right hand 

margin, it is a type 40. 

 With the conclusion of 

the main Rayon Plating articles, 

Werner would like to repeat his 

offer of supplying printed type 

tables free to those members 

without access to the internet.  

£1 (inland) or £3 (abroad) for 

postage and packing would be 

appreciated.  

 Finally, a few hints 

when accessing the type tables 

on the Society Website  

www.swiss-philately.co.uk:  On 

the homepage choose "Swiss 

Philatelic Information", then 

"Federal Issues".  You will find the type tables at the end of the Federal Issues Page, but to actually use the 

type tables, it is important to download the enlargements by clicking the links beneath each type table, and 

it is recommended to further enlarge the images by pressing the + button to really see the types in detail.  

When printing the tables, choose the highest resolu-

tion your printer offers, use full-colour rather than 

black and white, and use "auto" or "photo", not "text" 

to get the best reproduction.  It may also be necessary 

to choose "fit page" especially if you do not use A4 size 

paper. 

 

Wanted to buy mint or used, multiple copies 

OK, Zumstein #s: 22B, 71Df, 75D, 75E, 78C, 

86A, 146.1.12, 253.1.09, 253c, WI 65.1.12, DIII 

62.1A.09, PP 6A.2A.02, PP 8-10, PP 11A-13A;  

contact: Ed Duliba, e-duliba@onu.edu 
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Touring Switzerland through its  

Pictorial Cancels – Arlesheim 
by Richard T. Hall 

 Arlesheim is located in Canton Basel-

Landschaft just south of Basel (Figure 1).  It lies at 

1099 feet along the Birs river (Figure 2).  With a 

population of 9066 (as of September 2012), 

Arlesheim today is part of the metropolitan area of 

Basel to which it is connected by a tram line. 

 The area around Arlesheim has been settled since Paleolithic 

times (circa 10,000 BCE).  Archeological finds in several caves include 

spear points carved from reindeer antlers, flint tools, and ax blades.  

Figure 3 shows one of these caves at Birseck-Ermitage.  The first histor-

ical reference to Arlesheim dates from 708.  Originally a farm complex 

owned by an Alsatian monastery, it was sold to the Bishop of Basel in 

1239.  The counts of Birseck built a castle on the slopes above the vil-

lage.  It is in ruins today.  Another castle was built by the Reich family 

above the town, Burg Reichenstein.  It too was destroyed by earthquake 

and neglect but was rebuilt by J. Brodbeck-Sandreuter who had bought 

the property in 1932.  The reconstruction was limited to the main tower 

which was used as a summer residence and is not an historic reconstruc-

tion (Figure 4).  Arlesheim remained a small, out of the way wine-

growing village with the Bishop’s estates and a wine press.   

 However, during the Thirty Years War in 1678, the Basel cathe-

dral council and all their priests moved to Arlesheim to escape the loot-

ing a pillaging of the surrounding area.  As the administrative 

headquarters of the Bishop of Basel from 1679 to 1792, many early ba-

roque buildings were constructed in Arlesheim, including its famous Col-

 
Fig. 1.  Location of Arlesheim in Switzerland 

 
Fig. 2. Detail of Arlesheim area 

 
Fig. 3.  Prehistoric cave dwelling 

 
Fig. 4.  Burg Reichenstein 
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legiate Church which was designed by the Misox architect Jakob Engel in 1679-87.  The façade and interior 

of the church were altered in the rococo style by Franz Anton Bagnato in 1759-61 (Figure 5).  My wife and I 

visited the cathedral in 1998.  Walking into the church was like walking into an Easter basket with the 

splendid stucco work in shades of peach and baby blue!  Figure 6 shows a postcard with several views of 

buildings in Arlesheim including the cathedral at the top center.  The hotel my wife and I stayed at, the 

“zum Ochsen,” is the red building at the right. 

 The village was under French rule from 1793 to 1814 during which time the citizens of Arlesheim 

bought the cathedral from the secular administration to prevent it from being demolished.  The first me-

chanical silk factory was built in Arlesheim in 1830 by Johann Siegmund Alioth.  The factory operated un-

til 1976. 

 The Jura-Simplon Railway opened a line into Arlesheim in 1875 and the tram line to Basel opened 

in 1902.  The two lines opened the town to economic and industrial development, which has resulted in 

Arlesheim having a relatively young population with around 20% being under the age of 20. 

 

 Arlesheim has had four K-cancels, the first of 

which, K 136 (Figure 7), was put into service on May 

2, 1955, and continued to be used until December 31, 

1964.  It was replaced by K 136a (Figure 8), which 

added the mail code, on January 4, 1965.  That can-

cel continued in use until November 18, 1978, when 

it was replaced by K 136b (Figure 9) on November 

20, 1978, whose use continued through March 6, 

1982.  All three of these cancels are very similar with 

the legend “Sein Dom, seine Burgen” (Its cathedral, 

its castles), the cathedral, and the Reichenstein cas-

tle in the background. 

 In 1981 Arlesheim celebrated the 300th anni-

versary of the building of the cathedral.  A special 

cancel (SK 65/S 1043) was in use throughout the 

 
Fig. 11.  K 136c 

 
Fig. 6.  Postcard of Arlesheim 

 
Fig. 5.  The Arlesheim Dom 

 
Fig. 8.  K 136a 

 
Fig. 7.  K 136 

 
Fig. 9.  K 136b 

 
Fig. 10.  Special cancel for the 300th anniversary of the 
Arlesheim Dom 
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year (Figure 10).  This cancel was converted to a K-

cancel, K 136c (Figure 11), and placed in service on 

March 8, 1982.  It had a relatively short life (taken out of 

service on June 22, 1985) as it was replaced by a machine 

cancel (F3.246, Figure 12) on August 5, 1985. 

 

References 

Wikipedia, “Arlesheim” 

Ernst Schlunegger, Die Motive der Schweizer 

Werbestempel, Schriftenreihe des Schweizerischen Motivsammler-Vereins Nr. 3, 1969. 

Switzerland, A Phaidon Cultural Guide, compiled by Niklaus Flüeler, Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, 

NJ, 1985. 

 

 

What Is the Value of a Censor Mark? 
by Charles J. LaBlonde CPhH, FRPSL 

 We modern day postal historians are a very  fortunate bunch.  Nearly everything we touch has been 

cataloged and valued by someone, somewhere.  Stamp catalogs abound.  Many countries have specialized 

handbooks of their material.  And when all else fails we can have a look at eBay where the real value of an 

item is established. 

 As a long time collector of World War II censored material, especially related to Switzerland, I have 

the feeling that not all eBay buyers and sellers have a good feel for the value  of censorship.  Let's look at 

an example. 

 This is a very attractive and 

colorful commercial letter, in excel-

lent condition, from the Swiss Na-

tional Tourist Office (SZV) to the 

Swiss Consulate in Winnipeg, Can-

ada, dated 25 January 1943.  It is a 

surface letter franked at 30 cen-

times by the postage meter of the 

SZV.  The Swiss machine postmark 

is a slogan warning against black 

market activity, from Zürich 1 

Briefversand. 

 (Author's Aside: Wouldn't it 

be interesting to know why the 

Swiss National Tourist Office was 

writing a letter to the Swiss Consu-

late in Winnipeg in January of 

1943?  Read on for a possible expla-

nation of this.) 

 We recall that Swiss out-

bound mail to the west was suspended from November 1942 until 21 January 1943.  Prior to this suspen-

sion mail to Canada from Switzerland went across Vichy France to Portugal to meet the Pan American 

flights to North America.  This avoided German censorship. 

 But during the suspension things changed.  Because of the Allied invasion of North Africa, the 

Germans occupied Vichy France.  The Germans also dictated the route for outbound Swiss mail to Canada: 

this mail had to pass through the new German Paris Censor Office on its way to Lisbon. 

 
Fig. 12.  Machine cancel F3.246 

 
(See the reverse side on the next page) 
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 Each German Censor Office 

had a letter designation and these 

letters more or less followed the 

order in which the censor offices 

were established.  Paris, being a 

latecomer, was named “x.”  We see 

at the top of our letter that it had 

been opened and sealed with a 

brown tape containing the “x” for 

Paris. 

 The Germans were in a 

hurry  to get the Paris office up 

and operating.  Even though they 

did have some “x” tape available, 

they did not have the necessary 

rubber stamps to tie the tape to the 

letter.  So the German Army 

stepped in and provided some pro-

visional rubber stamps for use at 

the Paris Censor Office.  

 On the reverse of our letter we see a round rubber stamp in red that reads, “Dienststelle Feldpost 

nr. 24052D - 2” or a German Army Fieldpost Unit.  This particular marking was in use only December 

1942 and January 1943, while the Paris Censor Office was getting organized.  It is extremely scarce!  The 

money-saving good news for me was that the eBay seller of this letter did not know the scarcity of the 

marking. 

 German World War II censor markings are the subject of an outstanding handbook by Horst 

Landsmann entitled, “Die Zensur von Zivilpost in Deutschland im 2. Weltkrieg.”  Yes the book is in Ger-

man, but the prolific illustrations tell a story that most readers can understand.  Landsmann uses a letter 

system (A - F) to designate scarcity.  This marking, Catalog Number XP3.2, is given an E. 

 The letter arrived in Canada and was examined there, then closed with Censor Label Number C. 

14, revised to DB / 14.  Canada censor labels are cataloged by Peter Burrows in a book entitled, “British 

Empire Civil Censorship Devices, World War II, Section 7, Canada & Newfoundland.”  Peter notes that 

this type of label has an earliest known date of use of March 1943, perfect for the arrival of our surface let-

ter in Canada!  On his scale of 1 to 10, Peter rates this label as a 7. 

 The implication of the above is not intended to be that we should enjoy our great hobby strictly on 

the basis of dollars and cents.  But it can be good to be an informed shopper! 

 (Author's Aside - Answer: This is highly speculative, but the date of the letter may be telling us 

something. Could it have been important that for some unknown reason the Swiss Consulate in Winnipeg 

be advised that postal service between Switzerland and Canada had been restored on 21 January 1943?) 
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A Block of Four Forgotten by the Catalogs:  

the 301RM 
by André Meylan 

This article was published in the Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung (SBZ) in March 2014, and is reprinted 
here with the gracious permission of the SBZ and the author. The translation is by George Struble, assisted 
by Marian Freed. 

 In the series of a dozen stamps with the 

theme “Engineering and Landscapes”, issued 

August 1, 1949, the 20 c. brownish carmine 

representing the Grimsel Dam is certainly the 

most interesting to philatelists. The first 

engraving is recognizable by the water depicted 

with three horizontal lines above the rock to the 

left of the hospice building, by the absence of the 

stroke defining the base of the house, and by the 

diagonal lines barely going beyond the top of the 

number 20 (301).  [See Werner Gattiker’s column 

Good to Know!“ on page 2 of the March 2014 TELL 

for a fuller description of the types – Ed.]  It was 

quickly replaced by a second engraving which 

became the more common one, which is 

distinguished by two lines above the rock, a stroke 

at the base of the house, and more marked slanted 

lines, going beyond the top of the number 20 

(301A). Being the current value for franking 

letters within the country outside the local 

10-kilometer zone, it became the object of an 

important printing of over a billion examples. The 

stamp exists in several color shades; besides, a 

number of varieties and errors such as double 

entry are cataloged. 

 A third engraving was made for continuous 

coils of stamps intended for automatic vending 

machines (301ARM or more precisely, 301RM). 

Intermediary as to the diagonal lines at the 

bottom of the number 20, this third type is 

recognized especially by the horizontal lines 

representing the water to the left of the rock; they 

all stop at the same level, leaving a regular white 

strip bordering it. These lines end irregularly in 

the other two engravings. As to the base of the 

hospice, it is also defined by a stroke. We note as 

well that the stamps were not printed by sheet but 

continuously in rows of five stamps across the 

paper roll. (See Figure 1.)  As to the perforations, 

it was often necessary to make corrections to the perforating to correct the centering of the design. In 

addition, the fifth stamp in each row of five has a control number of four digits preceded by a letter printed 

on the back.  

 The purpose of this note is not to give a report of the color variations, errors and varieties 

encountered in this triple issue, quite well described in all the catalogs, but rather to draw attention to an 

incomprehensible omission. The mention and value of blocks of four of the 20 c. stamp meant for vending 

machines are not listed in any catalog. For the first issue, qualified as the “Urtype” (301), these blocks, 

 
Sheet of 50 stamps of the 301RM, printed on Aug. 12, 1959, 
and presenting a correction to the perforating at the level of the 
first row of stamps.  Ten blocks of four can be detached from 
such a sheet … but no catalog mentions such blocks! 
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especially used ones, are a great rarity. For the second engraving (301A), blocks of four are common. For 

the third, the issue in rolls (301RM), a block of four is never mentioned, neither mint nor used, even though 

sheets of fifty were sold by the postal administration (fig. 1). From one of these sheets can be detached 

blocks of four with and without control numbers depending on how the sheet is separated. It would be 

logical for such blocks to be listed in the catalogs in the same way as those of the first two engravings,  

since the single roll stamp is clearly listed there, often priced with and without the control number on the 

back. A mint block of four detached from the full sheet presents no problem in cataloging, however, such is 

not the case for the used block.  The latter can always be “fabricated” since the “Engineering and 

Landscapes” series has unlimited validity and the stamps can still be used in frankings. By contrast, 

finding a cancellation within the normal period of use, either as a single block or on cover, which would be 

before the issue of the new definitive series in 1960, would be the discovery of a philatelic rarity. And for 

those who want still more specialization, it is still possible to look for blocks of four with each of the two 

types of control numbers, that is with small or large letters and digits on the back. 

 Perhaps in 2015, after more than half a century, the catalogs will take into consideration mint and 

used blocks of four of the third engraving of the Grimsel Dam ... or then it will be only philatelists 

passionate for this beautiful issue engraved in the middle of the 20th century who will participate in the 

search for that block of four forgotten by a number of collectors – and especially by the catalogs! 

 

 

 

An 1882 Swiss Postal Card to Trinidad 
by Roger Heath 

 An 1882 Swiss postal card (Fig. 1) was 

posted 4 April 1882 from Neumünster, trans-

ited London 6 April, received Trinidad (Port of 

Spain) 2 May, received San Fernando ? May.  

The card was first posted at 2pm, and noted 

to be 5 centimes short paid.  The additional 5 

centimes stamp was added and cancelled at 3 

pm the same day. 

 This card caught my eye, not only be-

cause it was addressed to San Fernando, Trin-

idad, a very rare Sitting Helvetia destination 

(est. fewer than 5 examples to Trinidad), but 

also because the addressee’s name was Robert 

Guppy.  I knew guppy fish originated in Trin-

idad, so I investigated the addressee, Guppy, 

to see if he was in any way associated with 

these fish. 

 Study of the Guppy family history amazed me. The interests and accomplishments of this educated 

19th century family were fascinating.  One must take care to confirm the identity of specific individuals in 

those days as many sons were named after their fathers or uncles.  In this case Robert Guppy [b.1808 in 

Bristol, England] moved to Trinidad and became a barrister, a magistrate, Mayor of San Fernando, and a 

Member of the Legislative Assembly.  Typically, sons of 19th century Englishmen who emigrated to the 

colonies were educated in England, or on the Continent.  

 First son, Robert John “Lechmere” Guppy [b.1836 in London], remained in England for his educa-

tion and was raised by his maternal grandfather at Kinnersley Castle, Herefordshire.  The grandfather in-

tended that Lechmere would inherit the castle, but when the grandfather died in 1854, Lechmere 

coincidently inherited money from another relative.  This windfall afforded him the means to escape the 

responsibility of owning the castle.  So at eighteen years of age Lechmere ran away on a ship bound for 

Tasmania. 

 
Fig. 1.  Postal card to Robert Guppy in Trinidad 
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 After a couple of years in the South Seas, shipwreck landed him on the North Island of New Zea-

land in 1856.  The local Maoris befriended him, and he remained with them for two years, during which 

time he lived happily, roaming the hills, collecting scientific specimens, and generally enjoying himself. 

There he received many tattoos on his back, including a sailing canoe that he displayed with pride in later 

years. 

 In 1858, after it was suggested he marry the Chief’s daughter, Lechmere left New Zealand and 

travelled to his family’s home in Trinidad to continue his education and scientific interests.  His most im-

port contributions to science were the publication of papers describing benthic foraminifera, microscopic 

ocean dwellers, found in the geological strata of Trinidad.  His first paper in 1863 laid the groundwork for 

future oil industry studies.  The importance of Guppy’s basic research was not appreciated until 1913, 

when a geologist established the correlation between these fossils and oil bearing formations.  It was not 

until the 1940’s that sustained planktonic geological studies were initiated by the oil industry, led by 

micropaleontologists in Trinidad.  

 Besides geology, Lechmere studied the small fish native to Trinidad’s muddy freshwater streams. 

He sent examples to the British Museum in 1866 where they were catalogued and named in his honor, 

Girardinus guppii.  Later biological inquiry caused a change in the scientific naming of this species, though 

“guppy” remains the common term for these colorful fish to this day.  Guppy fish of Trinidad have relatives 

in the streams of northern South America, confirming the geological evidence that the land masses were 

once joined and not separated as at present by a ten mile gap of salt water! 

 Robert “Lechmere”, the addressee of this card (Fig. 2), married in 

1870 and produced nine children. His younger brother, Henry "Francis" 

Jeune Guppy had two sons prior to an early death in 1872. These sons 

were left in Robert’s care. The younger son, Robert Francis (Frank) Jeune 

Guppy (the subject of this card, Fig. 3), was fifteen years old when attend-

ing school in Zürich in 1882. The card acknowledges receipt of £25. It also 

states that  “Francis is going on very well and is always in good health.”  

As an adult, nephew Francis lived for many years in Buenos Aires and 

eventually died in 

San Isidro, Uruguay, 

in 1928.  

 In his later 

years, Lechmere also 

made a significant 

contribution to meth-

ods of teaching sci-

ence and history in 

Trinidad after his 

appointment as First 

Superintendent of Schools. He was also compiler of 

the Trinidad Official and Commercial Register and 

Almanack which was later taken over by the Trinidad 

government. With less time and inclination to conduct 

field work, Guppy sold his fossil collection to the Unit-

ed States National Museum (The Smithsonian) circa 1890. 

 The people associated with this card were much more interesting than I ever expected. Identifying 

postal correspondents from the past and tracing the twists and turns of their lives leads to the best sort of 

historical revelation – the real-life personal stories of those who lived that history. Remember the uncle 

who provided Lechmere with enough money to leave England? He was the first son of Admiral James 

Saumarez, 1st Baron de Saumarez. As a senior admiral of the British Royal Navy,  second in command to 

Nelson at the Battle of the Nile, and commanding officer at the Battle of Algeciras, near Gibraltar, Admiral 

Saumarez gained the highest acclaim for his triumphs against Napoleon’s Navy.   

 But that’s another story for another time. 

 

 
Fig. 3.  Reverse of the card 

 
Fig. 2.  Robert Guppy 



September 2015   13   TELL  

For Sale: Swiss Revenue Stamp 

Collection in ten binders 

Rudy Schaelchli 

Phone 518-789-3594 

Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

 The current issue (2015/3) of the SwissPost’s “Focus on Stamps” announced an interesting reprint – 

that of the 1993 60c Lac de Tanay stamp (Zumstein 837).  It is said that the reprint is “by popular de-

mand”, a statement I find curious.  What makes this reprint interesting is that the original stamp was 

printed by the SwissPost’s printing works in Bern which are no longer in existence.  The reprint is being 

printed by Joh. Enschedé of Haarlem in the Netherlands.  While the original stamp was available as a coil 

and in a booklet, the reprint is (currently) only going to be available as a coil of 10,000.  Which leads me to 

think that the “popular demand” came from big 

mailers who needed a 60c coil for their purposes.  

Visually, the most obvious difference between the 

original and the reprint is the inclusion of the 

date “2015” below the design.  The “Focus” article 

mentions that the paper is different and that the 

original stamp had “hole perforations” rather 

than “razor perforations” of the reprint.  I have 

no idea what “razor perforations” are.  Maybe af-

ter seeing the new stamp it will become evident.  

The stamp will be issued on September 3rd and 

there will be no first day covers prepared (although one can send covers in 

to be cancelled on the first day) and the stamp will not be included in 

standing orders or in the annual set.   

 Also to be issued on September 3rd is a joint issue with the Auton-

omous Territory of Åland.  What the connection between Åland, with a 

population of only 29,000,  and Switzerland is beyond me but who am I to 

question the Swiss Post? 

 But those of you who, like me, lack a Basel Dove in your collection 

may be interested in the stamp to be issued on the same date honoring 

the 125th anniversary of the Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies (the 

“Verein”), of which the A.H.P.S. is a member.  Figure 1 shows the stamp 

and its interspace label. 

 
Fig. 2.  Anniversary of the Penny 
Black 

 
Fig. 1.  Anniversary of the "Verein" 

BUYING / SELLING 
QUALITY U.S. AND 

WORLD COINS 
Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

Appraisal and Purchase of Coin 
Collections and Estates 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)331-1739; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 

 

 

 

10035 Destiny USA Drive 
Syracuse, NY 13290-0001 
TEL (315) 422-2331 
FAX (315) 422-2956 
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 And not to let another anniversary pass without notice, the 175th anniversary of the Penny Black 

will be commemorated with the stamp shown in Figure 2. 

 As they say on TV, “But wait, there’s more!”  But I’ll leave it to you to 

find out what other stamps are to be issued on September 3rd. 

 Years ago, Dale Eggen acquired some etiquettes with wording "TOR-

PEDO," "par torpedo," and "TORPEDOPOST."  See some samples in Figure 3.  

He believes they are Swiss but has forgotten what he learned at the time.  

There is no mention of these in Ruttiman's Die Post-Vermerk-Etiketten Der 

Schweiz, von 1882 bis 1943.  Does anyone have any knowledge of these?   

 

 Here’s the current installment of post office closings and openings: 

1.  On June 26, 2015, the post office at 3010 Bern 10 Inselspital (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 3017 Bern] 

2.  On July 10, 2015, the post office at 3961 St-Luc (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by 3961 St-Luc]  

 [K-cancel K1561 was last used on that date] 

3.  On July 17, 2015, the post office at 4514 Lommiswil (canton Solothurn) was closed  

 [assumed by 4512 Bellach] [K-cancel K 1361 was last used on that date] 

4.  On July 23, 2015, a new post office was opened at 8409 Winterthur 9 Neuhegi (canton Zürich) 

5.  On August 15, 2015, the following post offices were closed: 

2054 Chézard-St-Martin (canton Neuchâtel) [assumed by 2052 Fontainemelon] 

2052 Fontainemelon (canton Neuchâtel) [assumed by 2052 Fontainemelon] 

8444 Henggart (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8442 Hettlingen]  

 [K-cancel K1292 was last used on that date] 

6.  On August 19, 2015, the following post offices were closed: 

 6344 Meierskappel (canton Luzern) [assumed by 6343 Rotkreuz] 

 7432 Zillis (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7440 Andeer] [K-cancel K721a was last used on that date] 

7.  On August 21, 2015, the following post offices were closed: 

 5728 Gontenschwil (canton Aargau) [assumed by 5734 Reinach] 

 6405 Immensee (canton Schwyz) [assumed by 6403 Küssnacht am Rigi]  

  [K-cancel K309a was last used on that date after having been in service since July 17, 1969!] 

 3367 Thörigen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3360 Herzogenbuchsee] 

 1941 Vollèges (canton Valais) [assumed by 1934 Le Châble] 

 8866 Ziegelbrücke (canton Glarus) [assumed by 8867 Niederurnen] 

8.  On August 24, 2015, the post office at 1169 Yens (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1162 St-Prex] 

9.  On September 5, 2015, the post office at 3048 Worblaufen (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 3071 Ostermundigen] ]K-cancel K1348 was last used on that date] 

 
 

 
 

 
Fig. 3.  "Torpedo" etiquettes 
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AHPS Auction 162 
 This auction offers a great variety of Swiss stamps and covers that should appeal to all of our mem-

bers.  The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (S ) as appropri-

ate.  Values are from the 2012 Zumstein.   Airmail covers are listed and valued per the 2000 

Schweizerisches Luftpost-Handbuch where appropriate.  Catalog values are converted to dollars at the rate 

CHF 1 = US$ 1.00.   

 Most lots are scanned on the internet via the AHPS web site www.swiss-stamps.org.  A few lots are 

illustrated on page 17 to whet your appetite. 

 Closing date for bids in this auction is October 20th 2015.  Please send bids to auction manager 

Gerry Diamond by one of the following means;   

 Email:  gerrysdiamond@yahoo.com 

 Mail: 60 Silver Birch Lane, Pearl River, N.Y. 10965-1233.  E-mail bids are preferred and will be 

quickly acknowledged.   

When emailing your bids, please remember to include your address.  

Sellers:  Contact me in advance so that we can discuss any material that you wish to submit. 

       Regards………..Gerry  

 

Lot 

# 

Description Cat. 

Val. $ 

Min. 

Bid $ 

Postage Stamps 

1  Z 22Ga, S 36a.  5 Rp Brown used with Geneve central cancel.   

3 full frame lines, just touching at bottom left. 

$30.00 $12.00 

2 Z 23G, S 37.  10 Rp Blue, used with 4 full frame lines.   

Brugg circular cancel at top 

30.00 12.00 

3 Z 24Dc, S 28.  15 Rp Strubel with blue thread.  Central Basel cancel.   

3 frame lines, close at left.  

95.00 27.00 

4 SBK 25D, S 34.  20 Rp. Orange, used with green thread.  3 1/2 frame lines, 

in at lower left.  Federal grill cancel. 

200.00 40.00 

5 Z T 5, 20 Fr Telegraph on white paper.  Full Lausanne hexagon cancel.  

Luxus! 

30.00 10.00 

6 9 cross & numeral issues with fancy cancels,  

mostly 10c values PLUS 3, 5 & 10 Fr 

 12.00 

7 Z 77a – 79a, S 98-100.  1900 UPU.  Very nice LH mint set of 3.   

Bright colors. 

150.00 45.00 

8 Same as above, Used.  Each stamp is lightly cancelled 75.00 16.00 

9 Same as above, Used.  Each stamp has light central cancel. 75.00 16.00 

10 Z K 11, S B2a. 1915 Tell boy tete beche pair, VF used.  Each stamp 

with Zürich 13 1 16 central cancel. Stamps have been soaked off 

piece which accompanies.  Back of piece is signed by R. Zeigler 

1500.00 425.00 

11 Z F 1, S C1.  1920 30c airmail. Mint, VLH, well centered copy. 200.00 55.00 

12 Z F 2, S C2.  1919 50c first air.  Used, VF with 15 VI 19 central cancel. 200.00 55.00 

13 Z W1 12-32, S B12-32.  1919-1924 Pro Juv used.   

All are VF with light round cancels 

453.00 75.00 

14 Z 130, S 183.  5 Fr. Rutli.  Mint, VF, LH 65.00 18.00 

15 Z 131, S 184.  10 Fr. Violet Jungfrau.  VF centering, Mint, LH. 175.00 50.00 

16 Z 135, S 189.  80 0n 70c Sitting Helvetia overprint.   

Mint, fine, with small remnant. 

50.00 10.00 

17 Z 154, S 176.  20c red lilac Bust of Tell with Swastika perfin.  2.00 

18 Z 167a-68a.  S 204-5.  1924 UPU.   

Used, VF,  each stamp has matching side Bern 9 X 24 First day cancel. 

 10.00 

http://www.swiss-stamps.org/
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19 Z 177, S 209. 3 Fr. Orange brown Mythen, Mint, VF, LH. 80.00 22.00 

20 Z F 34, S C34.  12 used 5 Fr. Airs.  All are VF with nice round cancels. 250.00 25.00 

21 Z 258, S 287. 1943 100th Anniversary pair of stamps on VF FD cover 26 II 

43 spec. cancel 

16.00 5.00 

22 Z 271, S 302.  2 Fr. PAX.  Mint, VF, NH 60.00 18.00 

23 Z 272, S 303.  3 Fr, PAX.  Used, VF with round corner cancel. 110.00 25.00 

24 Z 274, S 305.  10 Fr. PAX.  Used, VF with round cancel at top. 140.00 35.00 

25 Z WII 26-29, S B146-49.  1945 Pro Patria on VF double censored cover 

Therwil-Denmark 

120.00 40.00 

26 Z WII 61-65, S B 222-26.  1953 Pro Patria complete on FD cover.   

Each stamp has full First day special cancel. 

90.00 25.00 

27 Z 349-50, S 376-77.  1959 Montreux overprint set on FD cover.  Each stamp 

has full First day special cancel. 

120.00 30.00 

28 Z F 46, S C46.  1963 2 Fr. Air.  Mint, VF, NH block of 8 40.00 12.00 

First Flight and Special Flight Covers 

29 SLH SF 24.3.a.  1924 Basel to Bern.  Very nice cover franked with F 3, 5-9 280.00 85.00 

30 SLH 24.6.f.  1924 Rangers Vignette with plane missing at right.   

Mint, VF, VLH 

150.00 50.00 

31 SLH SF 24.7 Fig 24 with Vignette.  Letter franked with F5 + F6.   

Vertical fold hardly noticeable.  VF.  

155.00 40.00 

32 SLH RF 26.7.D.  NHORA flight 17 5 26 on 10c Green Bust of  

Tell imprinted card.  F3 additional franking 

60.00 15.00 

33 SLH RF 28.10.b.  14 5 28 flight Geneve to Le Locle with propeller cancel.   

F 5 franking  

200.00 42.00 

34 SLH SF 30.4.d.  1930 Glider Flight on 25c imprinted  Bundesfeier card, 

Bubikon cancel. 

50.00 25.00 

35 SLH SF 35.5.C.  1935 Glider flight, Meiringen leg.  Franked with Z 5z, 14z 

& 15z, S C 5z, C13z  & c 14z on back of card.  

290.00 65.00 

36 SLH SF 37.3.   Zürich to Sion. 28 7 37,   Zürich 1 Sihlstrasse/Gessneralle 

station. Franked with Z  F 20a & F 25 

52.00 15.00 

37 SLH SF 39.1.h.  Swissair South, VF card Zürich to Budapest.   

Franked with F 9z & F12z. 

70.00 15.00 

38 SLH SF 39.4.e.  Swissair North.  VF card Zürich to Helsinki. Franked with 

pair of F 10z.  

45.00 10.00 

39 SLH SF 39.5.f.  Swissair West.  VF card Zürich to Barcelona 22 V 39.   

Nicely franked.  

25.00 7.00 

40 SLH SST 9.  Locarno-Macadino 24 VI 39.  Franked with 20c Cross & Bow. 12.00 4.00 

41 1950 balloon “Helvetia”  7 V 50 double flight card, VF. 25.00 8.00 

42 14 Pestalozzi balloon flights 1966-1981.  Most are registered and well 

franked 

 22.00 

Service stamps D I to D VIII 

43 Z D I 4, S 104.  10c Red from first set.  Mint, NH block of 4.  Seller is will-

ing to break up block for single bid of $10.00  

160.00 40.00 

44 Z D II 55-63, S O28-36.  50c-2 Fr. Officials, Mint, VF, first hinge.  33.00 12.00 

45 Z D II 46-54, S 019-27.  3c-40c Officials.  Mint, VF, first hinge.  7.00 2.50 

46 Z D II 55-63, S O28-36.  50c-2 Fr. Officials, VF Used with corner cancels. 50.00 17.50 

47 Z D III 13, S 2027.  3 Fr. Red SDN. Used, VF, with central Geneve cancel. 54.00 18.00 

48 Z D III 71y-79y, 80-88, S 2070-87.  3c-2Fr. SDN.   

Mint, VF, slightest trace of hinging. 

28.00 12.00 

 49 Z D III 89-91, S 2088-90.  3 Fr.-10 Fr. SDN.  Mint, VF, first hinge.  33.00 12.00 

50 Z D IV 12, S 3023.  3 Fr. Red BIT.   

Used, VF with central Geneve cancel.  

27.00 10.00 

51 Z D IV 20z-23z.  90c-2 Fr. Wappenschild, grilled paper,  

used with light corner cancels 

33.00 12.00 

52 Z D IV81-83, S 3088-90.  BIT 3 Fr.-10 Fr. High values.   

Used, VF, with corner cancels 

78.00 25.00 
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53 Z D IV 84-94, S 3083-93.  1950 BIT Technik 5c-70c.   

Mint, VF, slightest trace of hinging. 

70.00 22.00 

54 Z D IV 12, S 3023.  3 Fr. Red BIT.  Used, VF with central Geneve cancel.  27.00 10.00 

55 Z D IV 20z-23z.  90c-2 Fr. Wappenschild, grilled paper, used with light cor-

ner cancels 

33.00 12.00 

56 Z D V 1-9, S 401-409.  BIE 3c-40c.  Mint, VF, VVVLH 22.00  8.00 

57 Z D V 10-18, S 4010-18.  1944 BIE 50c-2 Fr. Mint, VF,  

slightest trace of hinging. 

35.00 12.00 

 58 Z D V 19-21, S 4019-21.  BIE 3 Fr-10 Fr.  Mint, VF,  

slightest trace of hinging 

46.00 16.00 

59 Z D VI 6-16, S 506-16.  OMS 5c-70c Technik, Mint, VF, NH 70.00 25.00 

60 Z D VI 17-22, S 5017-22.  OMS 80c-2 Fr. Mint, VF, first hinge. 44.00 15.00 

61 Z D VI 23-25, S 5023-25.  OMS 3 Fr.-5 Fr. High Values, Mint, VF, NH  190.00 60.00 

62 Z D VII 18-20, S 7018-20.  1950 UNO high values. 3 Fr.-10 Fr.   

Mint, VF, first hinge 

245.00 70.00 

63 Z D VIII 1-8, S 601-8.  1950 Refugee Set, Mint, VF, NH.  Perfect!! 195.00 70.00 

64 Same as above.  Used, VF.  Each stamp has corner Gene(ve) cancel. 165.00 65.00 

Bulk Lots 

65 Large wooden cigar box 11 x 7 1/8 x 2 crammed with off paper Swiss 

stamps, earlies to recent.  99% are used.  If you collect cancels, shades & 

varieties, this could keep you busy for quite a while.  My estimate is a min-

imum of 7,500 stamps. 

 50.00 

66 105 WW II soldier stamps in small Lighthouse album.  All different.  About 

6 are used, the rest are Mint. 

 40.00 

67 Z 216w-18w, S 284a-86a.  1942 set of 3.  All are used  

with mid to late 1940’ s cancels.  3 Fr. x  244,  5 Fr. x 191,  10 Fr. x 184.   

 25.00 

68 Z 210, 276, S 237, 307.  10c Postal Bus, 283 used copies.  5.00 

69  SLH SF 64.3.  29 9 64 Balloon Expo flight.  15 VF covers all are nicely 

franked. 

 7.50 
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The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

 inform its readers about Swiss philately 

 support the activities of AHPS 

 provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

 serve needs of AHPS members 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS 

conventions and shows: 

January 2016: SANDICAL, San Diego, CA; 

Contact: Michael Peter 

March 2017: St. Louis, Mo.; Contact: Michael 

Peter 

September 2018: SEAPEX, Seattle, WA 
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Reinhard Stutz: 4 June 1938 - 20 May 2015 

by Christian Geissman 

 Already during his school days, stamp collecting was important 

to Reinhard.  His early interest was stamps from foreign lands.  Covers 

from abroad expanded his horizons well beyond his native land and gave 

him early experience in history and geography. 

 Following his formal schooling, at 23 years of age he founded an 

architectural business with a partner, a Polish soldier who had come to 

Switzerland in 1940 and was interned there.  In this way he had a first 

hand reference source for internment in Switzerland.  This led to his 

specialized collection “Lifeboat Switzerland 1939 - 1947.” 

 In 1978 Reinhard made his hobby into a business.  With col-

leagues, he founded INTERPHILA AG, an auction house.  His work as 

researcher and auctioneer made him leave his own collection in the 

background, but from his work he expanded his knowledge and experi-

ence.  In 1994 Reinhard's health problems caused him to close his com-

pany. 

 His hobby helped him through tough times. Reinhard's philatelic 

focus became “what is not in the catalog.”  After several years he began 

to write in-depth articles on many subjects, all of which were well received.  Without the strong support of 

his wife he could not have done this. 

 In 2005 Reinhard published his first book, The Joint activities of the Railroad and the Post Office 

1848 - 2004 in Switzerland.  He was rewarded with literature medals because of his philatelic knowledge 

but also because of his in depth technical knowledge of the areas about which he wrote. 

 Reinhard and I started in 2011 a regular publication, “Post and History Magazine.”  From the out-

set he was the driving force behind the publication.  He researched and wrote countless articles on topics 

not previously published. 

 I am very thankful to have spent so many hours with Reinhard.  He opened for me the doors of 

postal history.  His books and articles remain with us as Swiss postal history standards. 

 Reinhard left us on 28 May 2015 in the company of his family. 

 (Note by Chuck LaBlonde: An unforgettable highlight of my long philatelic avocation was the day he invit-

ed Michael Rutherfoord and me to his home.  For the entire day we sat around the table and talked about 

many, many things.  It was very  clear that I was in the company of two great philatelists.  Now another 

giant is fallen.) 

(Editor's Note: Mr. Stutz was always gracious when I wanted to reprint his excellent articles in TELL.  The 

most recent articles were on International Reply Coupons (January 2013) and the three-part "Hoof and 

Mouth Disease Epidemic" (2011-12) -- GS) 
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